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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 3847 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGENEG 

SUBJECT: ESSO EXPLORATION IN RED SEA 

REF: STATE 53990 

1. ESSO EGYPT MANAGER STANLEY INFORMED US APRIL 15 THAT 
DESPITE ASSURANCES FROM MINISTER HIT, AT. AND EGPC THAT 
CANAL TRANSIT FOR SEIZMIC VESSEL WOULD BE POSSIBLE, HE 
HAD DECIDED TO BRING ANOTHER RIG AROUND AFRICA WHICH WILL 
ARRIVE IN SAFAGA ON MAY 7. MAIN REASON FOR THIS DECISION 

IS COMPLICATED GOE BUREAUCRATIC PROCESS FOR BRINGING 
VESSEL INTO PORT AND FOR OBTAINING NECESSARY CUSTOMS AND 
SECURITY CLEARANCES. SHIP WHICH WILL BE USED IS ONE WHICH 
DID WORK FOR DEMINEX IN EGYPT LAST DECEMBER. IT HAS 
ALREADY BEEN CLEARED THROUGH CUSTOMS AND CREW IS FAMILIAR 
TO EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES. TIME ALSO A FACTOR. AS PREVIOUS 
SHIP SUSTAINED SOME DAMAGE IN ACCIDENT AND IT LIKELY THAT 
EVEN GIVEN CANAL TRANSIT IT COULD NOT REACH RED SEA CONCESSION 
BEFORE JUNE 12 DEADLINE WHEN SEISMIC WORK MUST BE STARTED 
UNDER ESSO/GOE EXPLORATION AGREEMENT. 

2. STANLEY ALSO RAISED PROBLEM OF SEISMIC WORK IN WATERS 
WHICH ISRAEL MIGHT CONSIDER SENSITIVE. ESSO RED SEA 
CONCESSION IS IRREGULAR QUADRANGLE AS DESCRIBED REFTEL. 
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ONLY PROBLEM WILL BE SEISMIC WORK OFF OF RAS MUHAMMAD. 
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STANLEY SAID THAT HE HAS NOT YET DISCUSSED MATTER WITH THE 
EGYPTIANS. STANLEY AWARE OF AMOCO EXPERIENCE (CAIRO 1532 
AND PREVIOUS) AND FACT THAT ISRAELIS, IN DEALING WITH AMOCO, 

NEVER SET ANY SPECIFIC GUIDELINES ABOUT APPROACH TO SINAI. 

HE THOUGH AREA WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE LAST SECTION OF CONCESSION 
TO BE SURVEYED, HOWEVER. STANELY NOT AWARE DEPT/ESSO 
MIDDLE EAST DISCUSSIONS. 

MAESTRONE 
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